We thank Sterck and Goossens (1) for their comments. We all agree that the specific expressions tested (open-mouth threats, fear grins, and lip smacks) are key components in the behavioral repertoire of rhesus macaques. Our conclusions were that (i) facial expressions (relative to neutral faces) modulated neural activity within the visual cortex and amygdala; (ii) fear grin expressions evoked the greatest response; and (iii) valence effects were nonuniformly distributed over visual cortex and did not colocalize with the face selective ''patches'' there (2) . Importantly, these conclusions do not hinge on definitive interpretations of the emotions underlying such expressions-the main issue raised by Sterck and Goossens (1) .
Nonetheless, we agree that correctly interpreting facial expressions is important. Lip smacking is often seen as an affiliative behavior (see our discussion), although in other situations it can signal submission (3). Additionally, fear grins may reflect the relationship between individuals (4). However, in rhesus macaques, fear grins can also be evoked by real or toy snakes (5).
Gaze direction is indeed an important component of facial expression in both humans and monkeys (6, 7) . To control for gaze, our face stimuli were all gaze-directed toward the viewer. Irrespective of gaze direction, we suggested that fear grins evoked the greatest response because fear grins could induce fear of an unidentified (hence ambiguous) threat source in our monkeys. 
